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Herewith, I testify that in this research paper, there is no plagiarism of the 
previous literary work which has been raised to obtain bachelor degree of 
university, nor there are opinions of masterpieces which have been written or 
published by others, except those in which the writing are referred in the 
manuscript and mentioned in literature review and bibliography. 
 Hence, later, if it is proven that there are some untrue statements in this 































What is with you must vanish: what is with Allah will endure. And we will certainly 
 
                    bestow, on those who patiently persevere, their reward according to the best their actions. 
 
(QS. An Nahl/ 16: 96) 
 
 
           Optimism is the faith to achievements; nothing can be done without hope and confidence. 











































This research paper is dedicated to: 
? My beloved mother and father, 
? All lecturers of English Department, 
? My beloved sister, 
? My beloved, and 








In the name of Allah, the most merciful and guidance. Peace and blessing 
upon his most beloved messenger, Muhammad SAW, who saved human life for 
destruction into safety. Due to these, the writer could complete this research paper 
entitled “IMPROVING STUDENTS’ SPEAKING ABILITY BY USING STORY 
TELLING (A CLASSROOM ACTION RESEARCH AT THE SECOND YEAR 
OF SMP NEGERI 2 GROGOL IN 2010/2011 ACADEMIC YEAR)” as one of 
the requirements for getting bachelor degree of English education in 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 
The writer fully realizes that this work cannot be separated from other 
people’s help and guidance. Therefore, on this opportunity she would like to 
express her gratitude and appreciation to: 
1. Drs. Sofyan Anif, M.Si., Dean of School of Teacher Training and Education 
of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta for approving the research, 
2. Titis Setyabudi, S.S., M.Hum., Head of English Department for giving 
Permission to conduct the research, 
3. Drs. Djoko Srijono, M.Hum., consultant who has given a valuable guidance, 
time and patience in correcting this research paper. More than millions of 
thank and deeply sorry from the writer’s heart. The writer cannot repay them, 
Hopefully, Allah repays all his kindness, 
4. Koesoemo Ratih, S.Pd., M.Hum., the second consultant who has guided her 
patiently and wisely and has given her encouragement, and valuable time to 
viii 
 
correct this research paper. Millions of thank and sorry from the writer’s heart. 
The writer cannot repay them, so hopefully, Allah repays all her kindness, 
5. Drs. Sigit Haryanto, M.Hum., the academic advisor. 
6. All lecturers of English Department of Muhammadiyah University of 
Surakarta, who have given knowledge,  
7. Drs. Djuwardi, M.Pd.I., Head of SMP N 2 Grogol who  permitted her to 
conduct a research, 
8. Sutarno, A.Md., English teacher in SMP N 2 Grogol who gave much help, 
information and guidance during the research, 
9. Her beloved mother and father who are patient to see her finishing this 
research paper soon and also for their love, pray, support, motivation and 
everything, 
10. Her beloved younger sister (Netha) who always gives her support, happiness, 
pray, and motivation, 
11. Her love (Mas Podo) for his inspiration, love,  spirit, pray, support, 
motivation, and everything, 
12. Her close friends, Widi, Aya, Ayu, Tyas, Anita, Nurul, and Vita thanks for 
giving her time to share, supports, and make her day colorful, 
13. “AD 6113 VK” that has accompanied her everywhere, and 
14. “Red Butterfly “thanks for help to finish her research. 
 
Alhamdulillahirabbil ‘alamin 
Wassalaamu’alaikum wr wb. 
ix 
 
















TABLE OF CONTENT 
    page 
TITLE ...............................................................................................................   i 
APPROVAL  ....................................................................................................   ii 
ACCEPTANCE  ..............................................................................................   iii 
TESTIMONY  ..................................................................................................   iv 
MOTTO  ..........................................................................................................   v 
DEDICATION .................................................................................................   vi 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT  .................................................................................  vii 
TABLE OF CONTENT  ..................................................................................   x 
LIST OF APPENDICES ..................................................................................   xiii 
SUMMARY  ....................................................................................................  xiv 
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION………………………………………..       1 
A. Background of the Study .................................................      1 
B. Problem Statement...........................................................  3 
C. Objective of the Study .....................................................  4 
D. Limitation of the Study ....................................................       4 
E. Benefit of the Study .........................................................  4 
F. Research Paper Organization ..........................................  5 
CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE……………...      7 
A. Previous Study .................................................................  7 
B. Speaking Ability ..............................................................  8 
1. The Notion of Speaking Ability ...................................  8 
xi 
 
2. The Components of Speaking Ability ..........................  9 
3. Element of Speaking Ability ........................................  10 
4. The Differences of Component and Element ...............  11 
C. Improving Students’ Speaking Ability ............................  11 
D. Story Telling ....................................................................  13 
1. Notion of Story Telling ...............................................  13 
2. The Aim of Story Telling ............................................  13 
3. Criteria of Story Telling ..............................................  14 
E. Action Hypothesis ............................................................  15 
CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METHOD…………………………………     16 
A. Type of the Research .......................................................    16 
B. Setting and Time of Research .........................................  17 
C. Subject of the Research ...................................................  18 
D. Object of the Research ....................................................  18 
E. Data and Source of Data  ................................................  18 
F. Method of Collecting Data ..............................................    19 
G. Action Procedure .............................................................    20 
H. Technique for Analyzing Data ........................................  22 
CHAPTER IV: RESEARCH RESULT AND DISCUSSION……………    23 
A. Research Result ...............................................................    23  





CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION……………….....     56 
A. Conclusion .......................................................................    56 











LIST OF APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1: The Result of the Students’ Scores of Pre-test. 
 Appendix 2: The Questions of Pre-test. 
Appendix 3: The Result of the Students’ Scores of Post-test 1 
Appendix 4: Worksheet of Post-test 1  
Appendix 5: The Result of the Students’ Scores of Post-test 2 
Appendix 6: Worksheet of Post-test 2 
Appendix 7: The Comparison Result of the Students’ Scores. 
Appendix 8: Interview with the Teacher 
Appendix 9: Interview with the Students 
Appendix 10: Lesson Plan 1 
Appendix 11: Lesson Plan 2 











Ratna Wulandari. A 320 070 115. IMPROVING STUDENT’ SPEAKING 
ABILITY BY USING STORY TELLING: A CLASSROOM ACTION 
RESEARCH AT THE SECOND YEAR OF SMP NEGERI 2 GROGOL) 
Research Paper. School of Teacher Training and Education. Muhammadiyah 
University of Surakarta. 2011. 
 
This research is aimed at describing the implementation of story telling 
and the result of improving students’ speaking ability at the second year of SMPN 
2 Grogol in 2010/2011 academic year. The subject of the study is limited to the 
second year students of SMPN 2 Grogol, consisting of 34 students. 
 In this research, the writer carries out an action research. The action 
procedures are planning, implementing, observing, and reflecting.  In the 
classroom action research, the writer uses test, observation, interview, and 
document to collect the data. The writer collects the data by giving pre-test before 
cycle then implementing the action research for two cycles. In the third meeting, 
she gives post test 1 in cycle 1 then post test 2 in cycle 2. In analyzing the data, 
the writer describes the implementation of story telling and she compares the 
result of pre-test and post-test before and after conducting the action research. 
The result of the action shows that the improving students’ speaking 
ability by using story telling was successful. The writer concludes that improving 
students’ speaking ability by using story telling is effective for the second year of 
SMPN 2 Grogol.  The highest score of pre-test is 57, the lowest score is 32 and 
the mean score is 44, while highest score of post-test 1 is 73, the lowest score is 
50  and the mean is 59 and also  the highest score of post-test 2 is 86 , the lowest 
score is 65, the mean score is 72. Thus, the result of the research shows that 
storytelling can improve students’ speaking ability in order to become appropriate 
technique in improving students’ speaking ability. Practically, storytelling is the 
appropriate technique to improve students’ speaking ability in order to be active 
learners. It is indicated that students learn best when they are personally involved 
in the teaching learning process. Improving speaking ability by using storytelling 
not only makes the students create their own stories, express idea, thinkcreatively, 
but also makes the students able to share ideas, information, or opinion to the 
other friends based on the story. It also provides an opportunity to develop 
accuracy, fluency, and keep the learners highly motivated. 
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